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Current Communicable Disease Status and Public Health Advisory

The Ministry of Health wishes to inform the public about the current status of communicable diseases in
Samoa and to provide guidance on how families and communities can stay safe. Samoa is continually
experiencing a Dengue outbreak, officially declared in April 2025. It is with deep regret that the Ministry
confirms the recent death of a seven-month-old baby, bringing the total number of dengue-related deaths
to eight (8) since the outbreak began.

From 1 January 2025 to 1 February 2026, a total of 16,842 dengue cases have been confirmed across Samoa.
During the period 26 January to 2 February 2026, there were 56 new cases reported, with 11 new hospital
admissions. These patients are being carefully monitored, and none are in the intensive care unit. During this
period, there was one death, the seven-month-old baby mentioned above.

Although admissions were low in previous months, since January 2026 there has been an increase in people
presenting with dengue-like symptoms at health facilities. While hospital admissions were previously few,
the Dengue virus remains active, and it isimportant for everyone to continue practicing preventive measures.
Health monitoring is ongoing, with higher concentrations of cases recently observed in North West Upolu,
particularly Vaimauga to Sagaga, and in Savaii, mostly in Faasaleleaga and Palauli districts. However, dengue
is endemic in Samoa and is spread by mosquitoes, which can breed anywhere. Therefore, all communities
are encouraged to take precautions.

The main way to prevent dengue is to reduce mosquito breeding sites around homes and communities.
Families are encouraged to regularly clean their surroundings, cover or empty containers holding water, and
remove any standing water where mosquitoes can breed. With children back in school, parents and teachers
are encouraged to organize regular clean-ups, and children should use mosquito repellents or protective
clothing when possible. Families are also encouraged to use mosquito nets at home, especially for young
children and the elderly.

We are currently experiencing heavy rainfall and strong winds, which create more places for mosquitoes to
breed. The public is reminded to be patient and persistent with cleaning and mosquito prevention measures
during this season.
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In addition to dengue, health surveillance shows an increase in flu or cold-like illnesses, especially in high-
density areas such as Apia Urban. Families are encouraged to practice good hygiene, including washing hands
regularly, covering coughs and sneezes, and keeping shared spaces clean.

Cases of diarrheal diseases, especially among children, have also increased. Parents are encouraged to boil
or treat drinking water, store food safely, and maintain good hygiene at home. It is also important to ensure
that babies are up-to-date with vaccinations, especially against Rotavirus. Families are encouraged to

maintain food safety and hygiene practices to prevent diarrheal diseases, typhoid, and other bacterial
infections.

The Ministry of Health continues to monitor the situation closely and will provide updates as necessary. The
public is encouraged to stay informed through official MOH communications and to support each other in

practicing preventive measures. Community participation, awareness, and consistent action are the best
ways to keep everyone safe.

For more information, please contact telephone numbers 66600 or 21212, or visit the MOH Facebook page
@healthsamoa.
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